Truth Vindicated, @«. 


Hereas a Letter of Fobn Perrots from Famaics to Mary 
Booth, Fobn Coopland, Margaret Bradiſh and Francis 
Walker, bearing date the 12th, of the 4th. Moneth 1665, was 
roduced by Robert Cobbet to Morgan Watkins in favour, to Fob 
| wg: or intentionally for the olearing of the faid Fobn om (ſuch 
things as had been reported of him or charged againſt him to be. 
inconfiftant with Truth, and contrary to the leadings and tea- 
chings of the Principles and (pirit of Truth, which we have re- 
ceived, and which he profeſſed though afterwards he apoſtatized 
or departed therefrom to hide himſelf under the Earth, or dif 
appear as in reſpe& of the Lord and his Truth ; ſo that the faid 
Letter by Robert Cobbet produced as aforeſaid doth not ſerve to 
 theuſe, intent, and purpoſe for which it was produced, but ra- 
_ thertoconfirme and make goal ſuch things as were reported of 
the ſaid Fobn.,or charged againſt him to be inconfiſtent with Truth, 
ntrary to the dealings of God apd the experiences of his 
ſervants and meſſengers 5: oe he hath ſent forth to declare and 
manifeſt truth unto many, who have in love received the ſame, 
and do nnnifeſt their faithfulneſs unto God by continuing there- 
in under the Goſpel Diſpenſation. 

Firſt, The ſaid Fobn Perrot (in that Letter) ſaid, Children I 
never told you otnerwiſe at any time, and now tell you again 
. weeping, that never deemed my (elf to bemorethen a man of 
Infirmity ; if he was infirme in his judgment, councel, principles, 
dodrine, impoſitions, and praiſes, then he was unſannd in the 
boztome or roct of the matter, and contrary to the ſpirit and 
mind of Chriſt Jeſus, and thereforeno fellow Jabourer with God 
in the work of the Miniſtry ; for they who are acquainted with 
+ God, and have received the ſpirit and power of God as the erue 
; Goſpel Miniſters do, and aforetime did , to enable them to be as 
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workers together with hjimin cir Miniſtration received of God, - 
2 Cor, 4. 1. who hath made them able Miniſters of the New 
Teſtament, 2 Cor. 3.5, 6. enabling them for his own ſervice that: 
they are as workers together with him, 2 Cor. 6. 1. In allthings 
approving themſelves as the Miniſters of God, their ſufficiency 
is of him; but they who ſpeak of themſelves and aCt from their 
own wifdom and reaſon, and the mans part only, and not from 
the ſpirit and power of God, are no more, indeed then men of 
Infirmity as in reſpe& of their Miniftaticn 3 And if Fobn was any 
thing more then a man of Infii mity, and if he was not unſound 
and infirme upon the aforeſaid conſideration, why ſhould he have 
made mention of it upon the account that he hath done, ſeeing 
he hath ſo much cryed down man, and would have man to be 
nothing, but the Lord to beall , who is not unſound or” infirme 
- inany thing, if Fobn was no more but a man of Infirmity then 
| he ſpoke of himſelf, and his ſpeaking. ſtanding, and aCting was of | 
himſelf, and fo his Natural parts and abilities were his ſufhciency, 
therefore it was of (elf and not of the Lord ; andlelf ſufficiency 
we deny as inconſiſtent with Truth , in reſpe& of the Miniſtry, 
and acknowledgeto the Lord and his power to be our ſufficiency, 
not that we are ſufficient of our ſelves to think any thing as of 
our ſelves, but our ſufficiency is of (God, who alſo hath made us 
able Miniſters of the New Teftament. 

And whereas he (in that Letter) ſaid unto them (by way of 
accuſation of others) whilſt may have come forth in fury as an 
Hoſt of armed Men with Infruments of War in attemprs and 
purſuits to (lay me, yet are they no more in mine eye then as 
Children labowring to beat the air. Whereby it appears that 
Fobn 11 his own account bath nor been lure, nor at all harmed by 
chem that he hath fo falf]ly accuſed, who deny that they have gone 
forth in any fury as an hoſt of armed Men in purſuites with Inftra- 
ments of War co flag him, neither could he proveit, who turned 
faiſe accuſer of che brethren,and that is the work of old Antichriſt 
and for jppyuing with him therein, he might exped a reward from 
the hand of the Lord according tt his doings. And whereas he 
ſaid many ate ftrivingin an evil day. That may ftavd for himſelf 
and thoſe that ſtrives 6n his behalf by an evil ſpirit to ſow the feed 
of difſention , al lead people j1t1 a teparation from that which 
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| God leadeth into: And that Se is an evil work which he-and 
others were ſtriving to accompliſh, but the Lord is blaſting and 
will ſpoil their Antichriſtian defign. | 
Ss And whereas in that Letter he faid unto them it ſhall go well 
y with you and meif we all keep in the root of their matter, and in 
r ic be hid under the Earth cill the winter is paſt and gone, is not 
n that to make no appearance for God, neither in meeting or prea- 
f ' ching, orany thing elfe that may expoſe them to ſufferings for 
Righteouſneſs ſake, f (o, 1s not that an Antichriſtian trick of de- 
ceit, and altogether inconliſtent with Truth, And did not Fobn 
lead you to forſake the prattife and teſtimony of Truth, and 
center under the Earth in the root of deceit, from whence pro- 
ceeds unſoundneſs and infirmity in Counce), DoErine, Judgment 
and Praiſe, which is nought in the foundation thereof, androot 
of the matter, and what was amiſs and nought in the foundation 
could never be made good by Fohr”s confirmation, And if by the 
. Toot of the matter be meant the principle of Truth, and the Bea- 
venly gift or Talent , which God hath commitred to any for his 
own uſe and ſerviceto beget and gather to the brightneſs of his 
rifings, that is neither to be hid in the Earth, norlaidup in a 
Napkin untill troubles, erials, afflitions, and perſecutions for 
Righteouſneſs ſake (which may be accounted the Winter) bepaſt 
and gone: Therefore Fobn's judgment and councel in the caſe 
, was unſound and infirme, and of the mans part in him, which as 
| he himſelf accounted was never otherwiſe; thei cfore inconbſtent 
with Truth, and not according to the dire&ion; judgment and 
| councel of the ſpirit and power of God (in man) which is found 
and firme, or elſe it would fagnifie nothing for a ſouls inſtruftion, 
confirmation, ſatisfa&ion and conſojation, And that ſpirit which 
leads people who have received any heavenly gift or talent from 
God wherein they have appeared in principle and practiſe on the 
bebalf vf the Lord, to hide the ſame under the Earth again, fo as 
ro diſappear in reſpe@ of the work of the Lord by kiding them- 
ſelves under the Earth, and (5 lie hid in obſcurity for their ſelf 
fafely untill troubles, trials, affliftions, and perfecutiorns ceaſe and 
be.gone, is not the ſpitit that we have received of God, but a con- 
trary ſpirit, as Fobn Perrots was, which we have already denyed, 
and by the truth it's condemned, for they who hide themſelves 
7 A 3 under 


" "EOSO—Wx>, Yo, wy MM. hh WY ® EL_ew 


® 6) 
under the Earth as Jeln ad Giſed to. do, are covered-with Earth 
and deceit, and not with the' ſpirit: and power of truth, and the 
woe againſt chem isalready pronounced, for woe unto them that 
cover witha covering, but not of my ſpirit, faiththe Lord : And 
it's very evident and plain unto us that Fobn Perrot was as that 
branch (be ſpoke of ) which hath ftriven co bud out of its natural 
ſeaſon, andthatis the cauſe his bloſſomes did fall, and ics bonghs 
wither according to his own reaſon, | 

And whereas Fobn Perrot in that Letter ſaid, I was once aMini- 
ſter of Truth and Righteouſneſs amongſt you and many others, 
and was faithful in what I did, though ſomethings of the Myſtery 
of the Goſpel could not be borne of my Elders. 

Anſ. What is that to the purpoſe if he was once a Miniſter of 
Righteouſneſs or numbred amongſt them that are (o, ſeeing that 
by tranſgreſſion he fell from it, and turned down under ehe Earth 
co hide himſelf there,and-curned enemy tothem who are Minifters 
of Righteouſneſs, and in preaching the Word are inſtant both in 
ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon according to the charge giren before the 
Lord; heis no more to be accounted of : Fudas was once num- 

bred amongſt the Apoſtles of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 

AR.1-16, andhad received part of the Miniſtry an Apoſtleſhip, 
AR Rigs but he afterwards by tranſgrefſion fell from it, and his 
24.25.26 End was miſerable, and he no more accounted of bur 
as a Traytor and an Apoſtatez however that part of 

the Miniſtry and Apoſtleſhip which he fell from, was deſirable and 
prayed for, ſo that truth is truth, though ſome may betray their 
truit and depart or fall from ir, andit will outlive all deceit and 
Apofſtates ; and as for thoſe things of the Myſtery of the Goſpel 
he ſpoke of, which he ſaid conld not be borne by his Elders, what 
were they but ſuch things as tended to faftion,as teaching people 
tobe irreverent in keeping on their Hats at Prayer: And foral- 
much as he acknowledged Eiders he ſhould have kept in a place of 
ſubje&ion, and not have preſymed toimpole things upon them, 
for the Lord bath required chat the Younger do ſubmit to the 
Elder; and what is it that maketh true Elderſhip but the erernal ' 
Spirit and power of Truth, that doth open the myſtery unto 
them to whom its given to know the Myſteries of the Kingdom : 
And how duift Fobn riſe up in. falſe.accuſations and judgment a- 
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gainſt them as he hath done , \Fe4 chat beſpeak great-pride in 
his heart, and chat he aſpired to be great in a ſelf exaltation, and 
-now the Lord hath abaſed him for fo doing. 

And whereas he faid, I am not provoked unto haſt ſeeing all 
times will have their Revolution , and. I wait untill a change: 
cometh, and a renewed commiſſion is given from above, that if I 
ſound the Trump of the Lord ir ſhall not be at uncertainty, 

Anſ. lt ſeems that what he ſaid then and before was but at un- 
certainty, and he was no Minifter of Truth and Righteouſneſs 
. then in his ownaccount, nor inthe account of Robert Cobbet,who 
confefled that he had jealoufies of Fobn Perrot before ns, and grea»- 
ter jealoukies then we had, andſaid he was then no Miniſter, for 
his commiſſion was ended, what change was it that Fohn waited: 
for to ſee come, was it tolſee perſecutions and aftiions over and 
be gone ;- and what commiſſion was it he waited for ſeeing that he 
hath formerly aid that pleading the cauſe that is eruly righteons, 
and bearing his ceſtimony of the power of love was finiſhed, and 
if that was finiſhed as he ſaid it was, would he bave had a commilſ- 
fion to plead the cauſe that is unrighteous, and to bear teſtimony 
againſt the power of love; if ſo, he might expe that from old 
Antichriſt, for the Lord would never grant him any ſuch, and 
becauſe he bath rejeted the Lord in reje&ing his Councel, he was 
rejeted of God (o as to be any Miniſter of his. 

And whereas (inthe Letter aforeſaid) he ſaid to Mary Booth, 
In reading thy particular lines 1 find that thy love would have me 
become yet again very honourable in 1ſrael, Seeing he acknow- 
] Mary Booths love in wiſhing his Reſtoration from that 
which renders him diſhonourable in Iſrael, ought not he to have 
accepted her love'ſo as to have ſought to return to that which in" 
her apprehenfion he was falten from, for it appeared that both in 
her and his own accompt he was degeneratedand fallen from what 
he once either really was, or at leaſt was by them apprehended fo 
to be, for Robert Cobbet ſuſpeted Fobn, and had jealoufies of him, . 
'before he fo fell ; And when that hs was fallen the love of Mary 
Booth in wiſhing that he mighe become once again very honourable - 
in Ifrael, beſpokein her mind unto others that he-was fallen from 
that which in her account once made him honourable in Iſrael, and 


that he was then diſhonourable therein, or amongſt them z _ 
er. 
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' ablein [ſrael, beſpoke that he ſtood inneed of a Reſtoration unto - 
that which he had loſt by degeneration, which thiag he told her 
| he ſought not, having once ſeen the great evil and ſnare that 
hath attended ſuch a condition, both as touching what it mighty 
prove to others and to himſelf; and for that cauſe (he faid) it 
was beſt to him to be the moſt contemptible, and it was with 
- himat that preſent to walk and live both in reſpeCt of judgment 
and fellowſhip void of the appearance of having it with any 
Creature. | 
£inſ. Whereby it appeared ehat an honorable eZate and condi- 
tion in 1/rael was not in his account to be ſought or defired after, 
becauſe ic might be attended wich danger, thereby beſpeaking 
diſtruſt in his mind, as if God could nor preſerve out of theſnare. 
2. That it was better for him to be in that which made him con- 
temptible, then in that which makes honorable in Iſrael ; and 
udas was contemptible enough, when by tranſgreſſion he was 
allen from what he received, as in reſpe& of the Miniſtry, the 
which if he had abode in, might have made him honorable, doth 
it therefore follow that becauſe Fudas might have been honorable 
if he had abode in the Miniſtry received, b.it being attended with 
temptations departed from the Lord, and by tranfgreſlion fell 
from his Miniſtry, (anJ into compliance with the (pirit of the 
World, and ſo became contemptible and a ſtink to this day, as 
ſuch are and will be who depart from the truch, and walkin Fx 
das way of. Apcſtacy) that therefore the way of the Lord, and the 
work of theMiniſtry,is not to be defired and ifany fall from it that 
its beſt for them to be contemþrible in not ſeeking or endeavou-- 
ring a Reſtoration, if the love of the Lord thorough any defire it, 
ar if the Lord call thereunto. And thirdly, chat in reſpect of 
judgmeut, and fellowſhip he laid he did walk, -and live yoid of the 
appearance of having it with any Creature, and did ſtand till for 
a ſeaſon as one dumb and mute, looking round about him to (ee 
which way the world mans mind would roul, which is not ſound 
Do&rine, tor God is Light, and they chat walk in the Light as he 
is1n the Light they have feilowſhip one with another, who would 
therefore havedepended upon Fobn Per::t,except ſuch as declined 
in their hearts from the Lord, and incline to the world, and are 
| ſeeking - 
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ſeeking an occaſion to fortal £2 ak and break off from the 
way of the Lord, whoſe minds are preparing tor Ranteriſme, and 
ro walk in the way of ſeparation from God and his People, by 
following a ſpirit of delu{tton, to turn unto any thing that ſuites 
with a fleſhly communion according to the worldly imaginations, 
"under pretence of liberty ina myſtery which is not bounded by 
the fpirit of cruth and holineſs, and let them take heed leaſt the 
ſpirit of delulion which entred Fohn do enter them, fo as to pre- 

are them co centerin Rantiſme: for he (aid, Children be not 
offended if | ask ſomething that the light in you nay in duetime 
anſwer you, did Ged by his light in us draw us fromany thing of 
appearance, or the forma] cuſtomes outward which are not of 
worſhipin themſelves, but through the cro(s which ſtood againſt 
our carnal affe&tions in them things,aud now if weare naturalized 
to a cuſtome which the natural atfection taketh part of, is not the 
crols to be to thar, and would it not be now a croſs to us to do 
thoſe things which were never fin ſimply in themſelves, which 
once through the croſs we were led from , contider all maaner of 
geſtures, (alutations, and externa], formal appearances for the 
great myttery of ch? Goſpel, and Righteouſnels [thereof is held 
in the croſs, witch couching many things no man can meaſare in 
another, | : 

Whar's that to the purpoſe if no man can meaſure ſuch things 
the ſpirit of God in man,a!:\! tie true meaſuring time can meaſure 
theſe chings in all that appertain tothe Goſpel, and the Righte- 
ouſne(s thereof, Theretore it was deceir in Fohn that ſo ſpoke, 

- and made the aforeſaid inquiry whereby they might if they were 
not blinded in their underſtandings fee how the o1Id ranting ſpirit 
was making way for its deſign, and how the Serpent 1; coiling 
and twining to wind in his fubrlecy , and thereby to turn their 
- minds from the ttmplicity of the Truth for the fitting of them co 
conforme to any thing but truth, in the life and power thereof, 
as if God did by the light of his Son ditcover an evil, and lead 
from the fame, and afterwards lead back from rhe good into the 
evil again: It ſeems that the continuation in a:iy prattice,dodrine, 
or thing that God by the light of Chriſt Je{11s doth lead men into, 
and work them into love with the ſame, was ccounted by John a 
forme, and to be naturalized into the thing, tor which Gud may 
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croſs Men,and lead them therefrom again,becauſe they are in love 
with the ſame which was but Fobn's fancy and vain imagination, 
and contrary to ſound DoAtine, for ſaid the Apoitle and Ambaſ(- 
ſador of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt unto Timothy, That godd thing 
which was committed unto thee keep by the Holy Ghoſt which 
dwelleth in us: This thou knoweſt that all they-which are in Aſia 
be curned away from me, of whom are Phygelzs and Hermogenes 

2 Tim, 1. 14, 15.. for ſomeare already turned afide after Sathan, 
1 Tim. 5, 15. as Fohn Perrot did, and they that received his ſpiric 
have done, - who may take notice of their examples to be ſuch as 
aforeſaid, who turned away from the Apoſtles of Chriſt, and 
turned alide from the Truth after Satan: But the Apoſtle exhor. 
ted 1imothy to take heed to himſelf at ſuch a time, and unto his 
Do@rine to continue therein, for info doing he ſhould both ſave 
himſelf and them that heard him, 1 Tim. 4.16, And they who 
have received a Miniſtry from God are to continue in the ſame,and 
in preaching the Word to be inſtant both in ſeaſon and out of ſea- 
fon, to reprove, rebuke, exhort, with all long ſuffering and 
Do@trine, 2 Tim, 4. 2. and not do as Fob Perrot did, if the con- 
tinuation in the DoErines, Principles and Prattices which the light 
cf God leads into, became a cuftome in Fobn's eſteem, and if be= 
cauſe the outward man be naturalized into love with the Trath, 
or made conformable to the inner Man, and be affe&ed with the 
ſame, muſt be croſt and broken off to goalide into Men's traditi- 
ons and the worlds vanities again, Fobn therein was greatly miſta- 
ken, for as God by his Light and Spirit of Grace within us hath 
led us from the Will-Worthips, by the ſame light he will never 
lead us intothem again: 2. As God by the Light of Chriſt in us 
hath led us inthe Croſs to our wills to keep on our Hats and not - 
put them off in reſpeGt of honouring Mens perſons, he wilk nat 
by the ſame light and (ſpirit lead us to put them off again upon the 
ſame confideration : 3. As God hath ledus by the light of Chriſt 
in us toaſſemble and meet together to wait upon him inthe way 
of his worſhip in the croſs to our wills, he will never by the ſame 


light and ſpirit of grace lead us from the continuation of that | 


o:dly practice, though we be affe&ted with the (ame, becauſe of ' 
his preſence with us who doth enjavne his People co continue 
chereia; fur it is the duty of the People of God to continue 1n 
the. 
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the ame, becauſe the Lord ook Ph into it, and doth own them 
therein, andit is a danger to be negligent tn that reſpe& through 
the workings of Satan, for God will not lead us from the conrti- 
nuation in that godly pradtice, though the Natura] Man may par- 
rake of the knowledge and virtue of God with the Spiritual man, 
for the Earth as well as Heaven ſhall be filled with the knowledge 
of Ged as it is written : 4. Theſame light and ſpirit of Grace 
in us that hath led us into acquaintance with God, and hath led us 
to put off our Hats intime of Prayer, and owned us therein all 
along fromthe fi ſt tochis day in (ach a praftice in our ſupplicati- 
ons to the Lord inthe Aﬀemblies of his people from whoſe bleſ- 
ſed and heavenly power we have received many refreſhings and 
Teſtimonies for our confirmation, ſatigfaftion and conſolation 
will never lead us to keep on our Hats in the time of Prayer in the 
Aſſemblies of the Saints in oppolition to Gods preſent and former 
leadings, did not Fobn go about by his Imaginations to change 
the Truth of God into alie if hecould, and to ſet the Lord in 
oppoſition to the leadings of his own ſpirit and power, which he 
c>uld not do, and to make God as changable as he was contrary 
co the Lords own ſayings, who hath (aid, I am God, I change nor, 
therefore ye ſons of Jacob are not conſumed : Might not Tobn 
have as well aid, that God would not have People to be fixed and 
centred in an unchangable thing ſo as to continue therein, and in 
the praiſes that he leadeth into, and confirmeth them in under a 
ſpiritual diſpenſation : And likewiſe might he not as well have 
(aid that the ſame light and (ſpirit of Chriſt Jeſus that hath led Men 
out of the vanities and wickedneſs of the World into love with 
God and his Truth,may lead them from Him and his Truth again, 
becauſe they are naturalized or made conformable to it, ſo as to 
abide and continue therein, andare in love with him : Oh dam- 
*nable DoCtrine ! for they that are juſt and faithful ro God muſt 
continuein that and choſe things which the eternal Spirit and po- 
wer of God hath led them into, and enjoyned them by his own 
Spirit therejn to abide, that they may not be as wandring Stars, 
but fixed in the Firmament of Truth, and keep thei: ſtanding and 
Place in the power of God, ſo will their Conſciences be kept void 
of offence in the {1ght of God as they ſtand approved in his fighe 
by continuing in that and thoſe pratices and things which the 
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Lord leadeth his tl 08 nes them to continue and 
abide therein, under his own ſpiritual and heavenly diſpenſation, 

And whereas Tohn ſaid, that the Myſtery of the Goſpel and the 
" Righteouſneſs thereofis held in the Croſs, and faid keep to your 

own, and fee that for Conſcience ſake ye have no more reſpe& 
(through any cuſtome, form of greeting or (alutation) to pleaſe 
one ſort of People paſliag only under one denomination, then 
cautionin your hearts by ſuch cuſt »me to diſpleaſe others of other 
denominations, aud if that offend man you are to bear the Croſs, 
which the IJewes would naile you unto. 

If by the Tewes he did mean and intend good ancient old friends 
who continue and abide in the Truth, as his Writing imports; and 
if by nailing them to the Croſs (who are given to change their 
Principles and Prattices as he did)be to fix and faſten them to the 
power of Truth, or Myſtery of the Goſpel, and the Righteou(- 
nels thereof, (which is held in the Croſs that they may continue 
and abide in the ſame, be the nailing of them thereto that he ſpoke 
of, that they may not run intodeluhtions and turn from the Truth 
to conforme unto and comply with all forts of People under eve. 
ry denomination in that which the Spirit and power of Truth 
doth not allow of and own, wherein are they tobe blamed ? for 
ſo fixing and faſting them to the Truth for their eſtabliſhment, 
confirmation and Gontinuation therein ? But if by the Tewes he 
did meari the enemies of Chriſt, and accounted good friends to 
beſuch ; andif by the nailing of them to the Croſs be to expoſe 
chem to ſufferings for Righteouſneſs, as the Tewes dia Chriſt by 
nailing him to the Croſs; he was greatly miſtaken, and did fal(] 
accufe the brethren, and ra! himſelf inco confuſion and (ſelf con- 
tradition, and ſo was enſnared by the words of his mouth ; and 
if all (forts of People under every denomination, who have an 
outward profeſſion of Godlineſs muſt be conformed unto and 
complyed with in ſuch manner of geſtures, ſajutations, and ex- 
ternal, formal appearances for the pleaſing of them in that and 
thoſe things whica the light and ſpirit of God doth nor allow of 
nor own where is the Crcfs taken up and ſtood 1n,to thoſe things, 
foras the light of Chritt doth diſcover the evil and croſs the car- 
nal affeftions when they would run out into ſuch ations as the 
ciuth doth cndemn,fo they who foriake that web the Lord leadeth 


into 
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into, they run in their own will, and carnal affe&ions into that 
which the World's fellowſhip.ſtands in, whereby they go through 
their fleſhly wiſdom and natural affe&ion to crols the Light and- 
Spirit of the Lord, and fo they forſake the true Croſs, which is of 
power to crucifie them tothe World, and the'World unto them; 
and that's the cauſe why the enmity remains, and a life is pleaded 
for and ſought after, which the ſpirit and power of Truth doth 
condemn. And whereas John Perrot in that Letter hath ſaid my 
heart meditates the thing that js juft and equal among all, but can 
hardly yet come tothis very rule, becauſe of preſent evil in me, 
which I cann-t eſcape, which is of having a greater reſpe& in the 
general of the ſatisfaftion of Quakers ia me rather then others, 
but this muſt be overcome, and I wait for it, though none have 
perſecuted me as Quakers have done, 

It ſeems Tohn had not then wholly and.altogether gotten into a 
perfe& ſtate of Rantiſme becauſe he had not altogerher ſlain the 
wicne(s and got over the ſame, ſo as to conforme unto and run into 
any thing that truth doth not own,&account it no (in,for it ſeems 
the witneſs in him that did bear witneſs unto the People of God; 
reproachfully called Qakers, was not wholly overcome in him at 
that time, becauſe he could not bur have a greater reſpe& in him 
to them then unto others, but he accounted it an evil in him ro 
have a reſpe&t tothe Qrakers more then to others, & he expeted 
to overcome that, and waited for it; who was turned to be a falſe 
accuſer of them, for he ſaid he never was (o perſecuted by any as 
by them; whereby it appears that ke never was perſecuted to do 
bim any harme, neither hath he been in any wiſe wronged or hure 
by them; for he hath falſly accuſed the brethren in that thing,and 
hath before cleared them from the force of the faid falſe accuſati- 
on, confeſſing in effect that they never did him any harme: Buc 
however thelunocent People of God reproachfully called @xakers 
are clear from his Aſperfions, and do deny all perſecutions,and he 
alſo hath cleared them whom he hath ſo unjuſtly accuſed by acs 
knowledging that they have done him no harme as aforeſaid. 

And as for that unity Le ſpoke of or having unity with candid- 
neſs of heart of Iohn Swinton ina paper of his lately given forth 
to Iſrael; hehath ſo much the more diſcovered and matifeſted 
his ſpirit in oppoſition to friends; and Tobn Swinton may take. 
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notice what ſpirits they are £84 he hath ſo gratified by his paper 
as aforeſaid : Butit*s certainly true that offences muſt come, and 
the Woeis pronounced from God againſt them by whom they do 
come. Andit's certainly true that the enemy did heretofore eter 
Tohn Perrct, and made uſe of him as an Inſtrument, to offend many 
of the little ones that believes in the Lord Jeſus , and to cauſe the 
way of Truth to be evil ſpoken of, and he might expe to bear 
the diſpleaſure of the Lord for ſo doing; and as for John Swinton 
in what he hath written againſt Friends eheLord doth not own it, 

for it did not proceed from his own power and ſpirit; and there. 
fore the witnels of God in his People do deny it, and it cannot be 
received into the ſpirit and power of Truth,becauſeit proceedeq 
not from it, ſo that he hath not the anſwer of God in the hearey 
of his People for its acceptation, but is teſtified againſt, becauſe ic 
is for condemnation ; therefore. John Swinton had better never 
have writen the ſame, but it may be a warning to him for the time 
to come to take heed how he preſumes to do any ſuch thing. 

And as for the ground and cauſe of Jobn Perrot forſaking his 
Miniſtry, he ſaid, he had cauſe as well natural in Manhood and ten- 
der affe&ion to his Wife and Children,as ſpiritual in obedience to 
that life which drew him for example ſake to labour in his proper 
ſtation, It ſeems his ground was firſtearthly,and proceeded from 
a Natural cauſe, that was the firſt motive to lay down his Miniftry, 
viz, in reſpeRt of his Wife and Children, not confidering that 
they who have received a Miniſtry from Godare tocontinue faith- 
ful to the Lordin their Miniſtration, and in preaching the Word, 
co be inſtant in ſeaſon and out of ſealon, notwithſtanding Wife 
and Children; for Chriſt hath ſaid he chat loves any thing more 
then me is not worthy of me; and chat which a man moſt loves 
that he is moſt conſtant unto , and can do the moſt for, and do.ir 
moſt freely. Andas for the ſecond cauſe,it was but a pretence and 
meer deceit, as if God ſhould givea Miniſtry to one, and after- 
wards lead him from it again to be covered over with earth as an 
example to others, which is contrary to the truth , and to the 
cMmmand of the ſpirit of Chriſt in the true Goſpel Minifters,who 
ſaid wa!kas yehave us for Examples. And they did not doas John 
Perrot did, for if he ſhould have beeri followed as an example, 


chen all che Miniſters of the Goſpel of Chriſt might forſake their 
"Feit Miniftry 
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| . F Miniſtry according to Fobn's account, and turn into the Earthly 


Imployments, and lie hid under the Earth, and no wore appear- 
far the Lord and his Truth; fo that it appears his Miniſtry ſtood 
in bis own will to diſpenſe with, and now he is laid aſide as one 
uſeleſs. And whereas heſaid,he could not bear; chat the Goſpel 
ſhould be chargable on his part,but was willing to lay forth his aH 
for the glory cf Gods ſake that was concerned therein. That's 
but deceit that ſpoke is him, for who hath been chargable like un- 
ro him upon that conſideration, and then he had forſaken that 
which he made (o chargable to his ſhame and confulion, and is tur- 
ned into the Earth again, which is his proper ſtation or place ac- 
cording to his ownſaying. And as for Iobn Harwood, Tobn White= 
houſe, and Dorothy White,they are denyed,diſowned,and judged by 
Robert Cobbet as he hath acknowledged to ſume of us; and we do 
deny them to be of us, and hereby declare that we do not own 
them but do teſtifie againſt them, and all ſuch fa&ious ſpirits, 

And whereag Ibn Perrot inthat Letter from Jamaica (aid, he was 
toſſed on every hand yet not moved by any, 
If he'was not moved by any,bath he not hereby contradifed them 
who ſay that Friends drove him from the Truth, to drive a man 
from the Truth is to move him, but Friends did not drive him 
from the Truth; and Tobr in effe& hath cleared them from ſuch 
an aſperſion; ſaying, though he was tofſed on every hand, yer not 
moved by any; if not moved by any then not removed or driven 
from the Truthby Friends; therefore Tobx in effe& hath cleared 
them from the force of ſuch an accuſation or charge as aforeſaid, . 
And whereas Iobn Perrot (aid in that Letter, I am given tobe this 
day the reproach of many. Who hath given him to be fo? did he 
not give himſelf unto the delufions: of Satan to be an occafion of 
the reproach of many? and who are they that he was a reproach 
unto? a reproach he was, and one that was given, to change both 
Miniſtry, DoCtrine and praiſe, which God hath led his People 
into, and enjoyned them to continue in, and not do as Tobn did, , 
(and thoſe that followed him for their exampleJkave done; there- 
fore hehath been a reproach to the truth, & to them that keep their 
firſt love, who abidein the Covenant of Grace, and he might be a- 
ſhamed of his doings, and fo may all they who joyned with him jn 
that and thoſe things that tends to deviſion and (eparation from 


God and his Truth, and to bring a reproach upon them who con- 
tinue 


q {x6 
” Sw ” £ 3 


i 16). Ct bet. 

*inueandabidein the Principles, Do&rings, prafice and'pows 
of God received. And ſeeing that Fobn Perrot by hearkning x 
Satan and in yielding unto him as the principal cauſe of his reme 1 
val from truth,who being therebylo removed was the inftrumen< 
tal caniſe or only man who made [uch diffention amongſt Friends 
that were inſo great love and unity before, and bath led many in» 
to Markes of (eparation, which God doth not lead his People in=:* 
to; And ſeeing that Fobn ditt becomea reproach unto many as a+ * 
foreſaid, this may teach all (ych as are preſerved out of his ſpirie, 
and the deceivable workings and ways of Satan to mind their ſted- 
faſtne(s ro and continuation with God, his Truth and People in' !? 
that and thoſe things which makes for unity peace and reconcilia-. © 
tion, and they may for ever priſe the Jove, mercy and power of 
God, which preſerved them that they did not meddle with up- 
holding and following the fantaſies and imaginations of him the 
ſaid F hn, or any of them that are given to change) and de a: he 
hath done, and it may be a ſhame to them who Either follow or 
plead for ſich an example, fo as to mind the light of Chriſt Jeſus 
ro moyefthem to coniider how they went out from unity withus., 
anin obedience eothe manifeſticion, dire&ion, and calling of the” 
Principle and Spirit of truth, co return from whence they arefals 
len,and from thoſe markes of (eparation, and from {uch things as | 
Fobn*s impolitions, example and practice: his rofſed eſtate and / 
condition lince he began to quarrel and wrangle with Friends | 
they have been led into, which we andthe trith cannot own,  - : © 

And to telline Gur love tothe Lord, his Truth,and People, what. 
continue and abide in unity and peace with God, and 0:2 with ans. ; 
other in the refretling life, love, virtue and. power thereof, and iu 
that godly ordera:.l praftife which the Lord hath led us into, and 
by bis own (pirit enjoyned 1s therein to continue and abide ;. and 
in teſtimony againit ail (ich (pirits, actions and things aforementi- _ 
oned meant & intended a3 do devide and ſeparate trom the truth, ' 
and turn to the reproach ot our profeiſion,and to the diſhonour of 3 
God whom we profeſie,and to the turning of the weak out of the 
way of the Lord aid co the reproach of his Peopje. We. have. 
kerento {u-fcribed, whoſe Names are here under written. 1 

Richard Farneworth, Mirgan Watkins, Solom m@KEccles, Thomas 
7. 'e, $tof hen Criſpe, Fobn Elſon, Tf th Coale, Samryel Ne rt: mn, , 
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